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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0851 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, PINS, IZ, UR 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED SOVIET BUGGING OF IRAQI PRESIDENTIAL PALACE 
REF: (A) BAGHDAD 0823, (B) STATE 97934. 

1 . LOCAL CONTACTS EXPRESS CONSIDERABLE SKEPTICISM ABOUT 
REPORTS THAT SOVIETS MAY HAVE BUGGED IRAQI PRESIDENTIAL 
PALACE. CONSENSUS SEEMS TO BE THAT IT WAS A JUICY NEWS 
STORY, BUT PROBABLY INVOLVED A HIGH DEGREE OF 
JOURNALISTIC IMAGINATION. IN THIS CONNECTION, WE NOTE 
THAT ROUGHLY THE SAME STORY WAS CARRIED IN THE PERISCOPE 
SECTION IN "NEWSWEEK INTERNATIONAL" EDITION OF APRIL 3. 

2. WITH THE EXCEPTION OF CAREFULLY CONTROLLED TRANSIT 
TO AND FROM THE FOREIGN MINISTRY, THE SOVIET EMBASSY 
AND THE CHINESE EMBASSY, IT IS DIFFICULT FOR OUTSIDERS 
TO GO ANYWHERE IN THE SECURE AREA. IT IS EVEN MORE 
DIFFICULT TO ENTER THE GROUNDS OF THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE. 

FOR EXAMPLE, ELECTRICIANS CALLED IN TO WORK ON THE 
PALACE ARE FROM THE IRAQI MILITARY. CONTRARY TO 
ASSERTION IN NEWSWEEK STORY, SOVIET EMBASSY AND PALACE 
ARE NOT ADJOINING. PALACE IS APPROXIMATELY FIVE 
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HUNDRED YARDS FROM SOVIET EMBASSY WITH NO LINE OF 
SIGHT. 
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